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ABU DHABI: Creativity is the most valuable skill of
tomorrow and teachers must unleash their inner
artists to shape the creative classrooms of the
future, Drue Kataoka, Japanese American
technology artist, Young Global Leader and
Cultural Leader of the World Economic Forum, told
a rapt audience in Abu Dhabi on Sunday.

Addressing an Expert Masterclass session on Day
1 of the Qudwa 2017 Global Teachers’ Forum,
titled Why is creativity the most valuable skill of
tomorrow, and how do you set up a ‘creative
classroom’, Kataoka pointed out that creativity,
and in particularly Arts, is the only human skill
that is immune to automation, making it the
essential skill to develop in students.

Kataoka asserted that the STEM subjects should
become the STEAM subjects with the A of art
joining the STEM of science, technology,
engineering and mathematics. In making her
case, she pointed to the many great scientists
who also pursued the arts — from Leonardo da
Vinci, who is almost equally famous for his scientific exploits as he is for his paintings, to passionate
violinist Albert Einstein and physicist Richard Feynman, who played bongo drums.

She suggested that to help students along this interdisciplinary path, art teachers should spend 10
per cent of their class time explaining the scientific underpinnings of art, and science teachers should
spend 10 per cent of their time showing the artistic side of science — for example, paintings of birds
when the class is studying avian biology.

Kataoka said: “Art in its highest form is technology, and technology in its highest form is art. Teachers
can get a start on making their classroom more creative by following three steps — make their
classroom stand out, move things around and leave some visual puzzles.”

Concluding on the importance of integrating Artistry and Creativity in the school curriculum, Kataoka
noted: “Like intelligence, creativity is a trait that is seen as rare and inherent within everyone. The
benefits of including and stressing the creative arts in an early childhood education are numerous and
expansive, ranging from physical to the emotional to the mental. Varying types of creative arts
activities help children to build up their abilities in both categories of motion.”
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